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CHANGING LIVES, INSPIRING EXCELLENCE

Season's Greetings

EIP Families, Alumni, and Friends!
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Director’s Corner:

A Message From Khaseem Davis

 As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic the Early Identification Program shifted our services online,

and with the support of corporate partners and donors we have been able to ensure students remain

engaged and connected.  For example, through a generous gift from Wells Fargo, EIP successfully

launched First-Gen Connect, a laptop and personal WIFI hotspot loaner program for our students who

had limited access to technology.  Funding from Northrop Grumman, and most recently Micron has

supported our programmatic and STEM readiness efforts to ensure continuity of services for students.

In addition, a gift from the American Mathematical Society (AMS) helped to fund math instructors for

our virtual Summer Academy.  Finally, through a generous gift from the O’Shaughnessy-Hurst

Memorial Foundation, we were able to enhance our programming through the creation and

implementation of our College and Career Readiness curriculum which focuses on helping students

achieve academic success, career readiness and refine soft-skills needed for a dynamic college

experience.

In addition, to these programmatic enhancements, our partners at SOAR Virginia increased the

number of EIP students who would be eligible for early commitment scholarships for up to $2,000 to

use towards college.  Currently over 125 EIP students are enrolled in SOAR VA, with close to 60

students completing and receiving a combined $120,000 in scholarship support.  Further, through the

generous support coming from the Dr. Santosh M. Wasan Family Fund, we will now award a partial

tuition scholarship for EIP alumni that choose to attend Mason in the amount of $5,000. Finally,

through a generous gift of $30,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Sutton, EIP will be able to continue enhancing

our programmatic initiatives and supporting EIP alumni that choose to attend Mason.  As we emerge

from the COVID-19 pandemic that has adversely impacted the lives of so many, EIP will continue to

stand ready to assist our EIP students and their families to ensure they are engaged in dynamic out of

school experiences that will provide both academic and social support.    

In closing, I continue to be amazed by the continued support of our public-school partners, community

stakeholders and donors.  I am even more impressed by the dedication of our students and their

families.  I would like to acknowledge  President Washington, Vice President for University Life,

Rose Pascarell, and the University Life Advisory Board, and Dr. Kaitlin Cicchetti, Director of

Advancement for University Life for their passion and commitment to access for our first-generation

college bound students throughout the region.   

EIP Celebrates 5 Year

Partnership with Virginia

529's SOAR VA

Fall 2021 marks the five-year

partnership between the Early

Identification Program and Virginia

529’s SOAR VA program. SOAR VA in

EIP is an opportunity made available to

eligible students in the 10th grade, and

their participation in SOAR VA spans 3

years through the 12th grade.

With over 125+ EIP students enrolled

as SOAR VA scholars, these students

are on track to reap the benefits of their

early commitment scholarship

through the SOAR VA Program.   

 With two cohorts who have already

graduated from high school and

enrolled in college, these SOAR VA

participants have earned up to $2,000

each for completing their SOAR VA

pledge and requirements. 96% of our

SOAR VA 2022 graduates' students

have confirmed enrollment to college. 

We would like to thank our partners at

Virginia 529 for providing additional

support for our students facing

financial obstacles during this difficult

time. SOAR VA is a great program from

Virginia 529 whose mission aligns

with our mission to provide college

access and affordability. To learn more

information about this opportunity and

program, visit the link below.  

 https://www.virginia529.com/in-

the-community/soar-virginia/  

EIP Thanks Wells Fargo

for First-Gen Connect

We would like to thank our partners at

Wells Fargo for providing us with

funding during 2021 to establish our

First-Gen Connect initiative. During

the height of the COVID-19 pandemic

EIP transitioned its programs online as

a result. 

First-Gen Connect, EIP’s laptop and

hotspot loaner program helped EIP

students remain connected and

engaged in distance learning. Wells

Fargo's gift allowed EIP to increase its

laptop inventory to 150 Dell computers

and 10 prepaid personal internet

hotspots, which helped students stay

connected and take advantage of EIP’s

programming during the entire

academic year.   

EIP will continue to evolve and pivot to

meet the academic and technological

needs of our students as we look

forward to the future. First-Gen

Connect is an important addition and

resource for our students that will aid in

their adjustment to an ever-changing

learning environment. 
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Reflecting on the impact of multi-year funding from

Alexandria City Fund for Human Services

In Fall 2019, EIP, in partnership with Alexandria City Public Schools secured a multi-year grant from

the Alexandria City Fund for Human Services. Through this grant, we have been able to serve an

additional 114 students throughout ACPS.

The Alexandria City Fund for Human Services provided $174,648 over four years, enabling students

to take advantage of college and career readiness programming and benefit from STEM enrichment,

with eligible students applying for and receiving merit-based scholarships to attend George Mason

University after they've completed the program and graduated from high school. This funding was

instrumental in providing additional academic and personal support for college bound first-generation

college students throughout ACPS.   

The Early Identification Program has served as George Mason University’s college access program in

Northern Virginia area since 1987, our partnership with Alexandria City Public Schools began in 2010.

Our goal is to help first generation college bound middle and high schools enroll into post-secondary

institutions and pursue a college degree. EIP provides services to students year-round, from 8th - 12th

grade helping students navigate middle school, high school, and the college application process. In

addition, EIP students that successfully complete EIP, are guaranteed admission to George Mason

University.   

As we approach the final year of this grant, we are appreciative of the support from Alexandria City

Fund for Human Services.  Their support, along with our continued partnership with ACPS  will aid in

the continued investment and growth of our students. Thank you, Alexandria City Fund for Human

Services, in helping us to transform lives.

Alumna Spotlight: Evelyn Saldaña
EIP Class 11, Gar-Field Senior High School, Prince William County

Evelyn Saldaña received her Bachelor's of Nursing degree in 2006 and Master's degree in Nursing,

with a concentration in Family Nurse Practitioner in 2013 from George Mason University. She is

currently a Nurse Practitioner at UVA Community Health Haymarket Medical Center, working

alongside medical doctors who provide care for adult patients admitted to the hospital. Some of her

responsibilities include assessing, diagnosing, and recommending treatment and intervention. Her

favorite part of the job is getting to know her patients and having conversations with them about what

they did professionally, their families, and what they have to look forward to in their life. She believes

that it is important to have those conversations as it helps the patients forget about their illness and

hospital stay. 

Evelyn did not always know what she wanted to do with her life. One day she decided to join her

friend at an information session for the School of Nursing, and even though she was unsure about

what she wanted to do, she knew that whatever she chose would involve helping people. She ended up

enrolling in the nursing program and then went on to work in the Progressive Care Unit. After five

years as a bedside nurse, she decided to go back to school to get her master's degree as she wanted to

become a nurse practitioner and still provide one-on-one support to patients, which is what she truly

enjoys.  In December, she will be celebrating eight years of being in her current role.   

Evelyn believes that being a part of the Early Identification Program had a significant impact on her

life.  Her favorite memory of EIP was attending the Summer Academy, and as a first-generation

student, she believes she would not have had the tools or resources necessary to apply for college

without EIP. According to Evelyn, EIP had people who could provide her with the guidance she

needed to reach her educational and career goals. Her advice to EIP students today is to “put yourself

out there, do not give up when it gets tough, and take advantage of all the resources and networking

EIP offers because you never know when a connection will benefit you in the best way”. 

The Alumni Corner: EIP Alumni Gather to Create

the First Ever EIP Alumni Advisory Board

This fall, a handful of EIP alumni met virtually and held intentional conversations that centered on

 building a more robust EIP alumni network. This dynamic alumni group met in October and brought

several ideas, along with a great deal of enthusiasm around advancing and supporting the work of EIP.

As a direct result of this meeting, the formation of the EIP Alumni Advisory Board has taken shape.   

EIP staff have continued to meet with our alumni to gather their insights and ideas around our work

and the role of the advisory board in helping program alumni maintain connections to the program

post-college and throughout their careers. Looking ahead to 2022, our Alumni Advisory Board has

begun laying the groundwork for continued support of EIP through future alumni social events, giving

opportunities, providing mentorship and reconnecting with EIP. We are extremely excited by the

excellent work and fervor of this group. We look forward to seeing our EIP alumni in action this spring

and for the fruit of their labor to take root and help to transform our program initiatives.  
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Have a safe and happy end of the season!

Donate

Contact Us

Phone | 703-993-3120

Fax | 703-993-3128

Email | eip@gmu.edu

Website | eip.gmu.edu
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